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The first time Steve heard the demo for Angels By An-
other Name, he knew this song was something special. 
It resonates with so many people because we’ve all had 
someone in our lives who has been there when we needed 
them. This song is for the ones who had an angel by an-
other name drop into their life at just the right time. No only 
has the song been #1 for the month of May on HLE Radio, 
but it rose to the top of the SGN Scoops Christian Country 
Chart for June 2017.

When Steve Bridgmon moved to Nashville in November 
’16, he had taken a break from the busy schedule from 
quartet life. His love for singing started at an early age. 
Country music had been his first experience on the plat-
form, performing at a local Opry house in Owensboro, KY 
with a live band. His country music influences were Ala-
bama and The Oak Ridge Boys. He learned to sing har-
mony by listening and picking out the harmony parts in the 
backseat of the car driving back and forth. “This is where I 
learned how to pick out parts and realized there was more 
to it than just singing a melody line”, Steve said recently at 
a coffee shop in East Nashville. 

When one thinks of Christian Country, the cowboy boots 
and hat are staples, but these things are missing with 
Steve, who is more relaxed in a pair of Vans, khaki shorts, 
and a bow tie, not quite what you’d expect in Inspirational 
Country.  Unique in his own style, he makes no excuses 
when it comes to being original.  “God makes us all differ-
ent, why be the same as everyone else?”  

Steve attributes losing his grandmother to cancer in 2013 
as why he decided to come off the road with Firm Founda-
tion Quartet. “She made me promise that I’d never put Firm 
Foundation away for good, and I’ve kept that promise.” His 
biggest ‘fan’, she wanted him to stay focused on Jesus and 
not industry. “This was very important to her, that it never became about anything but telling stories about our Savior.” 
The quartet had notable success with several charted radio songs and regional touring since 2001. With a reunion concert once a 
year in his hometown, it gives him a chance to revisit the folks who helped him along the way. 

An educator for the past 20 years, he knew life had come to a fork in the road. He chose to take early retirement and relocate. “I 
literally put everything I own into storage and headed south to Nashville”, Steve says. In 2013, He had been searching for something 
new musically, something completely out of his comfort zone. Donna King, longtime producer of Firm Foundation Quartet, Steve’s 
group, pushed Steve to record a solo project, but he balked at the idea. “I didn’t think anyone would care about hearing a soloist 
in southern gospel music, I realize there’s successful soloists, but most of them had come from notable and more familiar groups,” 
explained Steve.  Immediately Steve put it to prayer. That same afternoon, he received a phone call from Los Angeles asking him to 
come sing the national anthem at The Staples Center for a  L.A. Lakers game. “It was definitely one of those moments where you 
knew God was speaking to me, it doesn’t get any more clearer than that!” Steve kicked off his solo gospel tour in Europe with great 
friends Glory Gates Quartet with a 6-city tour, completely sold out. He knew he was onto something, but still hadn’t found his niche. 
When they went into the studio to record The Ride, his first solo album with Donna and Zane King, they had ten songs picked out, 
tracks were cut, and vocals were laid down. “Working with Gordon Mote in the studio was literally a dream come true, I was a long-
time fan and he proved to be more than what I’d expected” A few months earlier, a demo landed in his inbox from Gina Boe called 
“Angels By Another Name”.  Steve knew this song was special. The message, the hook line, everything about it was completely in 
his wheelhouse. He negotiated with King to cut a track and replace one of the finished songs with Angels. The album was finished 
and it literally sat there collecting dust. 

Steve Bridgmon
Grace, Country, and #1
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A chance meeting with Christian Country artist Lisa Daggs in 
Nashville on a cold February Sunday morning prompted a con-
versation about ICMA (Inspirational Country Music Association) 
and how they were searching for new artists to further the Inspira-
tional Christian genre. ICMA hosted a showdown in Pigeon Forge 
this past March. “I had no idea what I was getting myself into, I 
didn’t know anyone in this side of Christian music and I hadn’t 
really talked to Daggs for over 25 years.” The event proved to be 
lucrative as Steve was named the winner of the showdown. The 
next few days proved to be a chain of events that could only be 
described as God’s Hand on his career. Hunter Logan reached 
out to Steve within 24 hours and asked him for a few songs. The 
video from the showdown hit Facebook and radio stations fol-
lowed suit asking for a copy of Angels By Another Name. Within 
weeks the song found itself in the top 10 of many station playl-
ists, including HLERadio’s Christian Country Countdown.  After 
8 weeks on the ‘most requests’ chart from HLE Radio, it reached 
the #1 spot on May 20th, 2017 and as of the publishing of this 
article, has stayed at the top for three consecutive weeks. “I real-
ize it’s not about chart success, but this is how I know people are 
hearing my music, being affected by it and maybe applying it to 
their life.” On June 1st, Steve received the news that Angels had 
reached the #1 spot on SGNScoops Christian Country Chart. “I 
just sat there thinking I’m truly not worthy of what God has be-
stowed upon me.” God is working double time in Steve’s ministry. 
One of the things Steve has been the most excited about is how 
supportive other artists are in Christian Country. “Artists reaching 
out left and right wanting to get together, to write songs, or just do 
some singing, it’s a community of artists that I’m proud and happy 
to be part of.  Southern Gospel will always have a special place 
in my heart, but it’s so nice to find the place God wants me to be, 
but there’s enough room for everyone and we all have the same 
goal.” Whether it be a rest home or a huge venue, Steve has the 
personal policy of never telling anyone no when asked to come 
sing and minster. “Jesus would never tell anyone no if they need-
ed him, why should I?” 

Website: www.stevebridgmon.com
Facebook: Steve Bridgmon Fanpage



By Dusty Wells

I have sung about it from the time I was a young kid of 14 years 
old, right after I got saved. I have talked about it over and over 
with many troubled hurting people through the years. I have lived 
it, and I have been in the valley numerous times. I sure have, and 
I am fairly certain each of you have had those times in your own 
life where you have been there. We’ve all been in the dark lonely 
valley of life. And if you haven’t, let me assure you, you will in 
time. It’s just a part of the journey that we all have to go thru and 
deal with. It’s so painful yet so necessary for us to go to that new 
place in Him.

Precious mama Dottie Rambo penned her song, “(In the Val-
ley) He Restoreth My Soul” during one of the darkest periods of 
her own life. There were many times when we would be out on 
the road traveling, or we would be sitting at her home when she 
would be in some of the most excruciating back pain, or as she 
struggled to understand the whys of her own journey, that I would 
sit there and be praying with her. She would start singing the lyr-
ics to herself, almost as a prayer, and before I knew it, I would be 
joining in. Within a little bit of time, we both knew that we would 
come out of the valley.

Anyone who knows me well or follows me with my writing knows 
that I talk about change quite often and the importance of change 
for each of us. Wellm my friends, I am one of those that hates 
change, but I know that it will come … and I have to embrace it. 

So in saying that, it’s been about six months ago that I experi-
enced a big change in my life and career with my day-to-day job 
change, and even though it has been good – and it will get better 
– it has been one the toughest chapters of my own story.  

It has been one of those valleys that I have had the most difficult 
time of trodding through. I could go on and on about this valley 
of mine, but in the last few days, I have found myself being re-
minded of the learning part of this valley and change that I have 

to embrace to help me on my own journey and to help make me a 
better person. I have found myself quoting and singing this song 
with such power and meaning like never before. 

“It’s dark as a dungeon, and the sun seldom shines, and I ques-
tion, ‘Lord why must this be?’  Then, He tells me there’s strength 
in my sorrow, and there’s victory in trials for me.” It goes on to say, 
“He leads me beside still waters, somewhere in the valley below. 
He draws me aside to be tested and tried, but in the valley He 
restoreth my soul.”  

Even just writing those powerful timeless lyrics out, I feel His 
strength, His unconditional and unwavering love for me, and I can 
almost see the mountain top that is right before me.

I am not sure where you are on your own path. I have no idea 
what you are struggling with or dealing with. I have no guarantee 
that will help you feel better about your own valley. But what I 
do know and stand secure in, is this … you will come out of that 
valley, and you will stand on the mountain top at some point. You 
really can make it out of the valley, and you will be stronger be-
cause of it. His Word assures us of that truth, with so many prom-
ises in regards to Him taking care of us with such tenderness, and 
He says He will never leave us nor forsake us.  

So dear ones, start singing over and over to yourself, “but in the 
valley, He restoreth my soul.”  He really will, and He really does.

“(In the Valley) He Restoreth My Soul,” Dottie Rambo.1970, New 
Spring, Brentwood-Benson Music Publishing, Inc.

          Wisdom from Wells          “But in the Valley, He Restoreth My Soul”



By Lorraine Walker

In the heart of the Ozark mountains you will find the headquarters 
of an organization that has found its strength from the music and 
faith of the people in the midwest. The International Country Gos-
pel Music Association, or ICGMA, is based in Missouri and offers 
its annual convention and awards program in the summer. From 
July 27 through 29, Christian Country artists and fans will gather 
to sing the Gospel with a twang.

Award-winning Country Gospel artist, Chuck Day, talked to SGN-
Scoops about the association. “Founded in 1956, this is the 61st 
year of existence for the ICGMA, making it the oldest Country 
Gospel Music Organization in America,” says Day. “Throughout 
these many years, artist, fans, and industry alike have found the 
ICGMA a wonderful place of fellowship, friendship, and ministry.”

Day will be one of many who will make the trip to Missouri in July. 
“The ICGMA provides a three-day experience for artists at the 
West Plains Civic Center in West Plains, MO. There are show-
cases both morning and afternoon where artists get a chance to 
show their talent and ministry!”

Day adds, “There is a big concert every night with tons of great 
talent and standing room only crowds of the people from the area 
that have made the ICGMA weekend a yearly tradition. There is 
an exhibit hall where you will find booths from your favorite artists 
as well as industry exhibits. While at the ICGMA Weekend artist 
and fans alike find a great opportunity to fellowship, sing and re-
ally get to know one another!”

Fans will want to journey to West Plains to see many of their fa-
vorite artists. Members of the ICGMA include David Patillo, Mike 
Manuel, James Payne, Tommy Brandt, Chuck Day, Walt Mills and 
more. There is also an awards program where voting members 
nominate their top 10 favorites, which are then narrowed down to 
five, and finally to the winner of each category announced during 
the convention. The prestigious Gold Cross award is also pre-
sented during this special ceremony.

Day says that fans will enjoy their visit to the ICGMA convention 
“It is very similar to the NQC [National Quartet Convention] in its 
form. Of course our crowds are a bit smaller. Fans get a chance 
to hear and interact with the artists and there is always some 
kind of jam session going on in the exhibit hall. Some of the best 
memories are made there!”

Chuck Day is an award-winning Christian Country artist who 
travels the world with his wife Selena, sharing Jesus with who-
ever he meets. Co-writer of the familiar song, “Midnight Cry,” one 
might think that this talented singer/songwriter would find a more 
comfortable niche elsewhere in Christian music. However, Day 
says he has a purpose for performing Christian Country, one that 
is echoed by many who are a part of ICGMA.

“My heritage is in Southern Gospel Music!” says Day. “I started at 
10 years old singing on concert stages all over the south with my 



family group, The Day Family. My mom, Grace Day, was the local 
promoter for The Old Gospel Man, J.G. Whitfield. We opened ev-
ery Gospel show at the Municipal Auditorium in Valdosta, GA. We 
opened for groups like The Goodmans, Hinsons, Florida Boys, 
Oak Ridge Boys, The Speers, Sego Brothers and Naomi, and the 
list goes on. 

“The majority of my music is enjoyed by most everyone. The 
Christian Country genre has been a great platform for me to 
spread the Gospel in venues and to crowds who might not attend 
one of my concerts in a church or other venue. I am so happy to 
see the country flavor spreading through all the genres!”

ICGMA president, Dan Duncan, noted this in an earlier interview: 
“Country Gospel/Christian Country music artists interested in 
joining will find opportunities to network with songwriters, produc-
ers, publishers, promoters, and with others artists in the industry 

who share their faith through their music. Many will be reunited 
with old friends, while establishing new relationships that prove to 
be time treasures for years to come.”

For additional information about the International Country Gospel 
Music Association, its history, membership information, or this 
year’s convention, visit the website at www.icgma.org, or contact:  
I.C.G.M.A., Dan Duncan, President, P.O. Box 1570, West Plains, 
Missouri 65775. Or phone 417-372-1129.

Pictures courtesy of Chuck Day and the ICGMA.



1. Brent, tell us how old you were when you knew that you would 
be a singer one day?

I started singing on stage when I was 5 years old with the family 
quartet. A few of my cousins and I would all get up and sing “One 
Day At A Time”. We did that for years. I remember saying I wanted 
to make a living with my voice when I was 12 or 13. I learned to 
play guitar and sang every time I could in church, at family func-
tions, etc. I loved being behind six strings and a microphone. Still 
do! 

2. A NUMBER 1? WOW!!! Tell us about the song, the writer and 
the message!

My cowriter and friend, Ray Smitherman and Tyler Jordan started 
the song. Shortly after moving to Nashville, Ray asked me to 
come in on the song and help bring it home. (Lol. Pun intended) 
When I heard it, I immediately fell in love with it. We started work-
ing on the song and finished it that day. I knew the it was a special 
song and would resonate with people and touch their lives like it 
did mine. The song is a message of choices. Sometimes we make 
the right choices in life and sometimes we don’t and sometimes 
we need God to send someone to remind us of the snares of the 
enemy. Many times, God uses broken people to be that messen-
ger. 

3. If you could visit anywhere in the world, where would you go 
and why?

I have ancestors, on my mother’s side, that are from Croatia. I 
would love to go experience the culture and learn about my heri-
tage. 

4. Jade, What is your roll in the music ministry?

“Brent says I am his social media manager, booking agent, pro-
motions director, calender organizer, and the voice of the ministry 
offstage. Really, I just help carry things from the truck and gush 
about Brent to anyone who will listen! I’m his #1 fan. I just try to 
help anyway I can. I believe in Brent and am so blessed to watch 
God use him to share His message. 

5. Brent, share your testimony.

I was blessed to have been raised in a christian home. My dad 
was and still is a preacher. Music, church, and the Bible was our 
life. I was saved at a young age but as a teenager I strayed. I 
started singing country music and fell into living the life of a coun-
try song. I moved to Nashville and tried to pursue a career in 
country music but with little success. I got married and started a 
family. A few years later, I began leading worship in the church full 
time but I allowed the enemy to maintain a foot hold in certain 

parts of my life. Poor choices eventually led to a lot of pain and 
a broken home. I came back to Nashville more determined than 
ever to realize my dream of being a star. I was stubborn and not 
heading the still small voice of God and His outreached hand.
Once again, every door closed and no success came. It took me 
getting to the place where I didn’t know what to do or where to 
turn for me to finally listen to God, fall on my face, ask for forgive-
ness and have a renewed relationship with Him.  I thank God that 
He died for our sin and offers forgiveness. The Word says, He 
casts it as far as the East is from the West and remembers it no 
more. He sees who we are, not what we’ve done. He is the God 
of restoration and He took my life and stubbornness and brought 
me back to Him. God placed people in my life to try to help get my 
attention. He was pursuing me desperately and I finally stopped to 
listen. The biggest of which was my wife, Jade. Her love for God, 
me, and family reminded me of home and I knew that’s where I 
wanted to be. Home. I finally came home. Home to God, home to 
her, and home musically, where God wanted me all the time.





Vernon Alabama’s Gospel Music 
Weekend: Where is Vernon?

By:  Leslie McKay

Through social media, folks have seen the fun we have at Vernon 
Alabama’s Gospel Music Weekend, and they say, “Hey, I want to 
come to Vernon.”

However, then, they follow it up with, “Where is Vernon?” I just 
have to laugh. 

Every time I describe where Vernon is located, I always find my-
self thinking about the things I have come to love about Vernon. 
It is a wonderful town with southern charm and a down-home 
feeling of community that is just part of the South. It is the kind of 
town where everyone is your neighbor. It’s the kind of town that is 
perfect for an event like Vernon Alabama’s Gospel Music Week-
end, which will be held from Sept. 8-9. We are excited to host 
more than 20 Gospel artists from across the country for two days 
of great concerts, fun, and fellowship that can only be found in a 
community like Vernon. It’s like magic.

Vernon is steeped in history, and I did a little checking to see just 
how far back the city of Vernon goes. Vernon is the county seat of 
Lamar County, but the county hasn’t always been called Lamar. 
It started out as Jones County and was abolished in 1867. Then, 
in 1868, it was established again as Sanford County, but that was 
done away with. Finally, in 1877, the county was named Lamar 
County. Just like the county, Vernon wasn’t always the name of 
the town. It started out as Swayne but was changed to Vernon 
in 1868 in honor of Edmond Vernon, who also served as the first 

mayor. I found copies of old newspapers online with news and 
happenings for Vernon, and it has always been a thriving town 
with lots of life. 

Fast forward to today, and the same holds true. The town square 
and historical courthouse dating back to the early 1900s is some-
thing straight out of a movie that is surrounded by wonderfully 
quaint shops, where you will find unique items both old and new. 
You will find historical bed and breakfasts in the area and a num-
ber of restaurants with great food where everybody knows your 
name. 

There is the local radio station that broadcasts Bulldog high school 
football as well as the beloved Alabama (and Auburn) football. On 
Saturday morning, you can find the mayor hosting the beloved 
Party Line, where folks call in to sell all kinds of items, wish people 

happy birthday, announce events, tell about yard sales, share sto-
ries. You never know who might stop by for a guest appearance. 

Vernon has a personal connection for us, because it is my hus-
band Dennis’ home town. He graduated from Lamar County High 
School, which is located in Vernon. When he went to high school 
in Vernon, the school was located in the middle of town at the 
intersection of Hwy. 17 and Hwy. 18. However, 2002 was the last 
year that a class graduated from Lamar County High School in 
that location. Shortly after, a renovation project began on the old 
Lamar County High School to restore it to its original architectural 
glory, a project that took approximately 11 years. The old Lamar 
County High School is now the Vernon City Complex, where Ver-
non Alabama’s Gospel Music Weekend is held. 

The Vernon City Complex houses city hall (the mayor’s office), the 
police department, a small museum with a collection of historical 
items, a small art department, the city library, a genealogy depart-
ment with family history dating back to the 1700s, and a beautifully 
restored auditorium and a stage for events like Vernon Alabama’s 
Gospel Music Weekend. 

The Vernon City Complex is a beautiful facility. I think the best way 



 
“Alabama is my home state, and I am looking forward to meeting 
you and transferring what knowledge God has blessed me to ac-
cumulate with you,” Steele says. “This won’t be a traditional semi-
nar like those I teach on college campuses with a large crowd of 
students. This will be a very small gathering (by comparison) with 
plenty of time for questions and critiquing of some of your song-
writing. I urge you to come and be a part. If I didn’t think it could 
help you, I wouldn’t come. I am beholden to no one and have no 
secrets to protect. If you ask it and I know it, I’m gonna tell you 
the answer.”

The songwriter’s seminar will be held from 10 a.m. to 12 p.m. at 
the City Auditorium in Vernon. The registration fee for the seminar 
is $25 per person. 

To register for the Songwriter’s Seminar or for more informa-
tion on Vernon Alabama’s Gospel Music Weekend 2017, contact 
M.A.C. Records by calling 662-312-4146 or 662-889-2829 or e-
mail info@macrecords.net. More information is  via Facebook at 
www.facebook.com/macnightofworship. 



It’s time for some American Pride 
By Roger Barkley Jr.

What do you get when you combine traditional quartet sound, 
family-friendly entertainment, the good old days, and a desire to 
pay homage to one of America’s all-time country quartets? You get 
American Pride.

American Pride is a Statler Brothers tribute quartet, honoring the 
sound that has inspired many artists in Gospel Music today. Trav-
eling for only five years as American Pride, the guys are excited 
about the innovative outreach of this musical adventure. 

A lot of hard work, finances and imagination has been required for 
this group to transform into the Statler Brothers. Since it is a trib-
ute band, the men must look the part. It took nearly a year and a 
half to have eight suits made, acquire shirts, boots, belts, the right 
public address system, and even a replica of the famous Statler 
Brother Flag of yesteryear, as well as the difficult task of getting 
the music just right. All this was done to get the crowd’s atten-
tion with a familiar sound so that American Pride (AP) can spread 
God’s message.

AP’s roots grow deep in gospel music, and their influences reflect 
their diversity in musical preferences and vocal mentors. Other 
than the Statler Brothers, brothers Mike and Jim Whetsel of AP 
have been influenced by the Hinsons, Florida Boys and Downings 
among others, while the bass singer of the group, Bill Tomlinson, 
has been heavily impacted by the Gaither sound. Jamie Lambert 
loves many of the same gospel groups, as well as secular groups 
from Boston to the Little River Band.

Making their home in Morristown, Tenn., the Whetsel brothers are 
no strangers to gospel music. Mike played for the Perrys and can 
be seen playing on the 25th Anniversary DVD of Greater Vision. 
Jim ran sound for the Speers and also for the Talleys for more 
than 13 years. 

Tomlinson is from Anderson, Ind., where he met Jim at a Talleys 
concert. Imagine Jim’s surprize when a Tomlinson walked up to 
him, a man that could have been a double for Harold Reid from 
the Statlers. Tomlinson looks so much like Reid that when he 
was at a taping of the Tony Orlando Show, Tony Orlando had put 
Tomlinson under a spotlight and then announced that “superstar 
and country music legend Harold Reid is here today.” As Orlando 
got closer, he noticed his mistake, telling Tomlinson, “It’s okay, just 
smile and wave.” They even went on to sign autographs that night. 

Fourth quartet member Jamie Lambert makes his home in Mor-
ristown and jokingly claims that he is a cousin to country star 
Miranda Lambert. No definitive results on his claim have come in 
to date.

AP has performed with many top artists in country and gospel mu-
sic. They have opened for Ronnie McDowell, Little Big Town, Pam 
Tillis, Three Doors Down, Alabama, 38 Special, Kellie Pickler and 
Chris Tomlin, among others. It is a fact from the sold-out crowds 
that people still want to hear the Statler’s music. Whetsel claims 
that AP has picked up where the Statlers left off at retirement. 

Singing this genre allows AP to go into places that some Southern 
Gospel artists may not have the opportunity to go. Whether it is a 
civic center, fair, theater or festival, Jim says that they get to see 
people that are possibly unchurched, been hurt or even given up 
on life. Though AP is billed as a tribute show to one of country mu-
sic’s most awarded acts, the audience will always hear the word of 
God before they leave the show. 

The Pride is currently working on a new project, and they are 
more determined than ever to continue their mission. We asked 
Jim what the message from AP is and what could we take away 
from their concert. He begins to tell the story of the birth of Ameri-
can Pride.

“I was with the Talleys at the time,” Jim recalls. “It was 2:12 a.m. 
I was driving headed to Shelby, Ohio, when God placed on my 
heart to do this. Why? I didn’t know. Friends, family and others in 
this industry thought I was crazy. It took a while to figure it out, that 
the unchurched needed to hear the gospel. 

“Are we tricking them? No way. The Statlers were a gospel quartet 
before teaming up with Johnny Cash. We want America to know 
that we are still the greatest country on the planet. 

“What America stands for is slowly coming back. Since the elec-
tion and with President Donald Trump, we have seen a surge in 
patriotism at our shows. We wear the red-white-and-blue suit each 
show. We carry a 30-foot flag behind us. We have the red, white 
and blue microphones. We stop and salute the men and women in 
the crowd that have given up – and many have given up – sons, 
daughters, husbands, wives and brothers for the freedoms each 
of us have. The suits. The flag. It’s not our show. But each color, 
each thread, is a symbol for the one who gave it all.” 



The group intertwines the gospel songs throughout its program.

“Before the night is up, we do the gospel songs, and they are re-
ceived,” Jim shares. “We have never been asked not to do them. 
That’s a group of people that hear the gospel, and God is using it. 

“We are being asked by more churches to use our group to reach 
their community. The name Statler Brothers is a household name. 
It brings in people that need to hear the gospel without going to 
a gospel concert. They are not intimidated by the pastor or mes-
sage. 

“We go to Sacramento California again this year for a church 
event, supporting a prison ministry. This will be our second Fol-
som Prison Show, the recording that everyone will remember 
from 1968. We, along with Johnny Price (a good friend of Johnny 
Cash,) and W.S. Holland who was Johnny’s manager and a mem-
ber of the Tennessee Three for more than 35 years. … we bring 
a show that brings back that historic recording. Local TV will be 
doing a documentary of the 1968 recording.”

Jim told us of other plans that are in the works for AP and what 
God is entrusting them to do. The obedient guys use their talents 
to share the Gospel through the sound of a traditional quartet, 
reaching audiences outside the church with the message of the 
cross.

Find out more about American Pride at AmericanPrideCountry.
com.

Photographs courtesy of American Pride and the Statler Brothers.





1. Angels By Another Name - Steve Bridgmon 
2. Follow Your Heart Home - Brent Harrison 
3. That’s What It’s All About - Butch Tinker 
4. Well Worn - Lisa Daggs 
5. Quicksand - Austin Zimmer 
6. Beautiful Messes - Hillary Scott 
7. You Are Welcome Here - Bev McCann 
8. My Place- Trevor Bohannon 
9. Still Standing - Jonathan Dale 
10. We Are Broken - HighRoad 
11. Never Let Me Down - The Arenos 
12. God Bless America Again - Sherry Damron 
13. Greatest Love - The Tacketts 
14. The Church Pew - Cliff Waddell 
15. Looking Back - Ava Kasich 
16. Heart on My Sleeve - Mary James 
17. Days Like That - Kevin Woody 
18. That’s What Jesus Would Do - Justin Todd Herod 
19. Living Right - Tony Bates 
20. He’s Coming Back - Debbie Bennett 
21. Why Can’t Christians Share The Love of Christ - Shellem 
Cline 
22. Sweet Whispers - Amy Richardson 
23. Get Saved - McKay Project 
24. Father I Praise You - Greg McDougal 
25. On the Sunny Banks - Chris Golden 
26. The Other Side of Sober - Jacob Bryant 
27. Old School - Jim Sheldom 
28. My Favorite Singer - Kenny Gardner 
29. Red - Ryan Watkins 

30. He Never Changes - Taylon Hope 
31. You Ain’t Looking Hard Enough - Austin Zimmer 
32. Drinking And Praying - Erica Lee Sunshine 
33. What’s A Valley - Kali Rose 
34. Can’t You See - Tommy Brandt II 
35. If This Is All There Is - Arkin Terrell 
36. Back To God - Reba McEntire 
37. Lay It Down - Kenneth Cole Trio 
38. When I Get Home - James Paul Sound 
39. Church Without Jesus - Billy Dawson 
40. Don’t You Think It’s Time - Karen Harris

Summer 2017



By Debbie Seagraves

Eagle’s Wings is a Bluegrass/Southern Gospel band that hails 
from Jasper, Ala. The group consists of members Darryle Wilson, 
Debbi Wilson, Matt Wilson, Kevin Chambers and Jacob Patter-
son. 

Darryle and Debbi performed secular music before they became 
Christians and then formed the group, Family Circle. In 2008, this 
band began performing under the name of Eagle’s Wings. If you 
like Bluegrass family harmony, you will love Eagle’s Wings.

Darryle is the patriarch of the group and has always been in-
volved in music. He grew up in the church where his dad was a 
deacon and his mother was the head of the women’s group. He 
was involved in music in high school and college and was faithful 
to the church until he went to college and got out of the habit of 
going to church.  

Darryl married Debbi Busby, and they got involved in Country 
Music until 1979. After many visits from a member of the local 
church where they lived, he rededicated his life to the Lord, and 
about a month later, Debbi did the same. That is when they be-
gan attending church and started singing Gospel Music. 

Since the couple only knew secular music, they had to listen to 
Gospel Music radio stations to learn what was popular and know 
what they wanted to sing. Darryl said it wasn’t long before they 
were being called to sing at revivals, homecomings and other 
events. They traveled around as Family Circle, and in 1982, the 
Lord called him to preach. Two years later, he pastored his first 
church, and in 1990, Darryl was called to pastor Central Baptist 
Church in Jasper, where they have been ever since. He says mu-
sic continues to be a huge part of his ministry, and Eagle’s Wings 
is a product of his family out of Central Baptist Church.

Debbi came from a family of musicians as well. Music was al-
ways the center of all of their family functions. Within two months 
of Debbi becoming a Christian, her mom, dad and sister also 
gave their hearts to the Lord. But since they didn’t know any Gos-
pel songs, her dad began to pray for the Lord to give him new 
songs to sing, and he quickly wrote three of his own. Debbi said it 
was a very sad day in December of 1987 when the Family Circle 
Band performed together for the last time. Since forming Eagle’s 
Wings, they have continued to sing in their church and wherever 
the Lord leads them. 
 
Some of their musical influences over the years have been the 
Inspirations, the Hoppers, Doyle Lawson and Quicksilver, the 
McKameys, the Hemphills, the Isaacs, the Crabb Family, the 
Goodmans, and many others.  Debbi says that her dad – Floyd 
“Bill” Busby – also was a tremendous influence, and she thanks 

God for all the blessings He has poured out on her family through 
the gift of music.

Debbi and Darryl’s son, Matthew, was saved at the young age 
of five, and for as long as he can remember, his dad has always 
been his pastor. He says that even though he has never been 
away from church, it doesn’t mean he hasn’t been away from 
God from time to time. He is living proof that you can occupy the 
same spot on the same pew in the same church Sunday after 
Sunday and still be backslidden.  

Matthew’s prayer for Eagle’s Wings is to see souls saved and 
backslidden Christians come back to the Lord, because the road 
back home to Jesus is shorter than it seems. All it takes is one 
step in the right direction. 

Matthew began playing the piano at a young age, but never 
developed any talent with it until one day when his uncle, Kevin 
Chambers, helped him discover his ear for music. He started on 
a path that day that he would never turn from. When he was 18, 

Matthew learned to play the guitar, and he also met and married 
his wife, Jennifer. They have two beautiful girls, Anna Grace and 
Emma Faith.

Chambers was saved at a revival in 1976 at 10 years of age. 
His uncle preached a sermon about the scribes, Pharisees and 
hypocrites. He said he had always gone to church because his 
mama made him, but that night, he saw himself in that sermon of 
people playacting their religion and not being real. He didn’t go 
forward but later asked his mom to stop by the preacher’s house 
on their way home. They did, and Jesus saved him that night. He 
has never been the same.  

This musician also grew up around music. His mother was the 
pianist in every church she ever attended. His brother plays 
guitar, and his sister is a Southern Gospel soloist, but Chambers 
felt like he got overlooked in the music department. He didn’t 
seem to have any musical ability until he joined the school band 
in seventh grade and played the clarinet. He then went on to play 
the drums and also learned how to direct music. Chambers soon 
began filling in as song leader in his church.  

It was around that time that a new family came to their church, 
and Chambers’ life was changed completely. The Busby family 
came from a very different musical background. Mr. Busby was 
a honky-tonk singer the Lord had saved, and he just couldn’t find 
anything else to do with his guitar but use it for the Lord. So, that 
is exactly what he did. The Busbys had a daughter named Rhon-
da, who Chambers says was the cutest little blond-haired girl he 
had ever seen. Soon, he was working his way into their family 
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 by dating their daughter and playing music with them. Kevin and 
Rhonda eventually married. Then, he joined the Air Force, and 
they moved away.  

After 10 years, the Chambers family returned home and joined 
Central Baptist Church and are still there today. Chambers 
serves as a deacon, Sunday School teacher and music direc-
tor. He says he is so thankful for his mom, who showed him that 
reading and learning never stops, for Tommy Holland – his first 
band director – for Bill Busby – his father-in-law, whose acoustic 
style he still tries to emulate every day – and finally to Eagle’s 
Wings for allowing him to join their band.

Patterson has only been with the group for a few months, and he 
comes to them from Emmanuel Baptist Church in Dennis, Miss. 
Eagle’s Wings played there one night – along with Heaven’s 
Mountain Band – and afterwards, Roger Johnson brought Jacob 
over to the group and said, “You all need to have him on banjo.” 
They didn’t have a banjo player at the time, so Patterson fit in 
really well with the group. Chambers says their banjo player is 
a kind of quiet but a solid Christian man, and they hope to keep 
him around for a while.

Some of the group’s career highlights include opening for the 
Isaacs and singing on the main stage of the National Quartet 
Convention in 2013. Last year, the group was nominated for 
three Diamond Awards and actually won in all three categories 
(Bluegrass Gospel Song, Group, and Female Vocalist of the 
Year awarded to Debbi). Its newest CD is entitled “A Rugged 
Cross and an Empty Grave,” and there are plans to release a 
single from it soon. Also, for several months, the group has had 
at least one top-10 song in Bluegrass Gospel radio charts.

The group says it is a miracle that Darryle is still singing. Approx-
imately three years ago, he collapsed in his living room. Debbi 
took him to the hospital, where he was diagnosed with complete 
respiratory failure. His lungs were not working to purge the car-
bon dioxide from his blood, and his lungs were literally poison-
ing him. He spent several days in intensive care, with machines 
keeping him from suffocating, and was told he would need to 
have a ventilator put in through a Tracheostomy Tube. He was 
also told he would never preach or sing again, and if he ever 
returned to church, it would be in a wheelchair with a ventilator 
on board. However, he was told wrong. 

People began to pray for him around the world. The night before 
he was scheduled for surgery, God came on the scene, and by 
breakfast, he was breathing on his own, sitting up in bed and 
eating what he said was “the best popsicle ever made.” The doc-
tors couldn’t explain it, but God had a plan all along.

Eagle’s Wings website says it all … “lifting up hearts by lifting up 
Jesus.”  

“We’re truly a Southern Gospel group that uses acoustic instru-
ments to help us keep time and sing on key,” says Chambers. 
“We try to have fun and sing good songs with a message, and if 
this appeals to you, then please come and see us.” 

Photographs courtesy of Eagle’s Wings.




